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GHS prepares for

the musical
vintage costumes, we have recreations that we make or get donated; sometimes we will purchase them. We might make changes on the costumes so it fits the person’s 

character and personality better for the scene because every character has their own personal style,” Mrs. Amy Hayes, director said. 
Being a senior in her last play, Madison knows the drill for the musicals through and through. 
“The students don’t actually say what we do, but a lot of it has to do with cost to 

buy the rights to do it without getting copyrighted legally and just what the amount 
of people that we have to do with our budget. They usually will do a play that would 
seem entertaining to us and be something our audience would love to see,” Williams 
said. 

Thinking everything through for a musical is practical. 
“Because you have to pay for the rights before we do anything, what can we do 

here? So I look first at our students. Do I have a group of students for each role that 
I could pick from? I have to know that I can do that. They are always surprises, so we 
never pick a role beforehand. We also look at what we think the students will like and 
what our audience will like because we want to expand past just the school and we 
want to see what’s marketable,” Mrs. Hayes said. 

The Thespians make changes to plays occasionally, and when they do its more 
entertaining for the audience and the actors. 

“I sure hope we have some type of change in the story because that is always 
fun. Making a plot twist is something that makes us more entertained while acting it 
or just being in it,” Williams said. 

Adding lines and music to spice things up can make the audience more enter-
tained. 

“We are adding to the story. I will say it’s not a plot twist because it is 50 years 
old but the musical Grease is a little different. So we are blending the movie and the 
musical. Everyone has mostly only seen the movie version, but the musical version 
is different from it. Sandy and Patty are very different characters, and some of the 
music is different,” Mrs. Hayes said. 

Being thorough when cutting things down will be essential in the end. 
“Yesterday was our dancing audition. We learned dances, and then we performed like we would perform them in the audition. Today we have lead auditions. It’s five min-

ute time slots where you go and you’re standing in front of the directors alone. Then, we have choreography. That’ll be anywhere from 5 to 10 people, and you sing in front of 
them. They might ask you to sing something else; they might ask you of other skills that you might have. We also have ensemble callouts, but they usually decide based on how 
committed you seem to be to your work ethic and your skill. Occasionally they will look at you and observe you seeing if you have the look of the character. Then, you might get 
that character,” Williams said.  

Picking who is going to be backstage or on stage requires careful consideration.
“Directing is a staff position, and it really just comes down to who brings something to complement our team. When it comes to roles, it’s a complex process for the musi-

cal. There is a singing and a dancing portion. Wednesday was a two-hour audition for dancing, and the whole time it was mimicking a rehearsal. We will move people through 
the scene or move people from front to back so we can see everybody. We’ll switch partners so we get to see how everyone moves with each other. Yesterday was our singing 
audition and it was supposed to be five minutes, but it ended up being a lot longer. That just shows you have to go with the flow in the theatre. We don’t have people just come 
in and sing. We ask them questions and try to find out exactly where their skills are because it’s surprising to me how many people don’t think that they’re good at one thing, 
but it’s actually what they’ve been needing to do all along,”Mrs. Hayes said. 

Making sacrifices for others’ happiness can be a blessing in disguise. 
“I auditioned because my mom wanted me to. My mom loves Grease and Kenickie was her favorite character when she watched it. We talked about it and I decided to give 

it a shot. My mom and I are close and I like to do what make her happy,” sophomore Lathan West said.
The production is scheduled for mid-March. 
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The Thespians are getting ready to take the audience back to the 1950s with the musical 
Grease.
Costumes are important to such a well-known production.
“The costumes come from our designer Becca and her mom. They will either source 

stuff from outside places. We also have a costume room with a lot of costumes and other 
things we may need for our costumes.  They also make a lot of the stuff that we use from 
scratch. We can get patterns and other ideas or inspirations that we have from donations 
or anything like that. The 1950s style is heavily inspired by what Grease is and when it was 
made. That kind of poodle skirt and the leather jacket vibe. A way I think about it is when I 
think of Steak ‘n Shake and how it would’ve been at that time. It’s kind of that vibe,” senior 
Madison Williams said. 

Costumes can say a lot about a character. 
“The 1950s style comes from the fact it was in the 1950s. We’re looking at productions 

from the past and seeing if we can get some inspiration from them. We have a talk with our 
designers, and they need to see our vision with each scene and each character to build the 
scene. They come up with concepts and sketch out fabrics or just ideas. We give them our 

Sophomore Shyanne DeBoard organizes costumes for the spring musical Grease. Both the actors and crew will 
spend the next three months working on their show to be performed in March. Atley Jacks photo

Final exams & first semester end today
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Finals time is finishing up today, and students have been pre-
paring to get the A. 

Finals can be stressful, but they do not need to be that way 
with the proper study techniques.

Mr. Christian Cruse, math teacher, shared his thoughts on 
study techniques for students. 

“I want my students to actually study and ask good ques-
tions and pay attention during reviews in class. I also recom-
mend looking back through past notes and tests,” Mr. Cruse 
said

However, proper studying techniques can change based 
on the different ways students process information. Some stu-
dents study through straight memorization or online websites 
that generate quizzes.

“I usually make Quizlets over important vocab and infor-
mation in my class. Then, I like to go through the Quizlet and 
write it down because when you write it down it is easier to 
remember,” sophomore JN Burlaos said.

But everybody studies differently, as freshman Madi Blake 
explained her method.

“I normally study for tests by reviewing my notes and re-
writing them down in a notebook. When I rewrite them, I make 

it fun by doing different colors with different highlighters. I feel 
that the different colors help me remember because it can be 
fun to use different sorts of colors,” Blake said.

Any study technique has its benefits, as studying can lead 
to higher grades and better success rates on finals.

“I found out the hard way through my first final I had in Mr. 
Mackie’s class that I needed to start studying before a test or 
big quizzes because it benefits my scores and also I’m able 
to retain more information on what we went over during the 
semester in each class,” Burlaos said. 

Through studying, Burlaos scored a 1270 on his PSAT. 
But nobody witnesses more success in those who study than 
teachers do.

“I see success in those who take advantage of their op-
portunity. Those who think they can cram right before the final 
tend to not do well,” Mr. Cruse said.

Freshmen who have their first time taking finals in their 
high school careers also may decide to change their study hab-
its. 

“If I were to change my study habits for finals, I would prob-
ably take more time studying and fully go through my studies. 
I think I have a pretty decent study habit, but I do believe that 
I could do teachers’ Quizlets before finals and also go more in-
depth into the subjects,” Blake said.

Freshman Gabby Cave studies for her English final. Fi-
nals began on Wednesday and concluded today. Aubrey 
Costelow photo 


